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DRAFT CEKC 

Board Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2018

Present: Linda Williams, Debby Pyle, Darla Johnston, Bruce Bolme, Johanna Roe, Barbara Sexton, Brian Wanless

Guests: Jake Anderson, Dana Peck, Cindy Bradley, Scott Davison, Richard Foster, Lanae Johnson, Patricia Shamek

· Meeting called to order by Linda Williams at 10:00 a.m.

· Minutes from September 2018 were approved unanimously. 

· Treasurer's report was presented by Brian Wanless.  He noted there was a typo but he made the correction and will update the report.  He reported the Mountain View Grange project account will be closed.  The amended report was accepted without objection.

· The agenda was presented and accepted.

NEWS: Women's room stalls at the Lyle Activity Center now have doors!
Reports and Updates

Skamania County EDC's Pub Talk had 36 people in attendance.  A number of new projects were presented.

EDC and Port of Skamania staff will be attending the IACC conference in Wenatchee October 23-25.

Amazon Smile is available as a fundraising opportunity for non-profits.  Each purchase made through Amazon Smile generates a small donation to the listed non-profit.

November 17th is the date of the Washington Non-Profits training: Tools for Running an Effective Non-Profit.  It will be held at the Hegewald Center in Stevenson from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The cost is $30.00.

Tiffany Pearsall is working with the Port of Skamania to open a childcare center at the Wind River Business Park in Stabler.

_______________

Dana Peck with Goldendale Chamber of Commerce will also be attending the IACC conference.  He stated it is a good site to learn about Community Economic Revitalization Board grants and other funding sources for infrastructure.  Goldendale is now considered as an Opportunity Zone. OZ allow for private investment of funds derived from capital gains into rural and economically disadvantaged areas. Tax incentives are provided to encourage investment. 

_______________

Richard Foster spoke about a program with Worksource that is providing CDL training for workers in Klickitat County.  

The old Klickitat Mill is considered a brownfield site. A meeting is to take place in Yakima to determine clean-up strategies.

He talked about the possibility of the Grace Bretheren Church in Goldendale becoming a licensed childcare site. Johanna provided information on an upcoming childcare forum to be held in White Salmon on October 17th at Whitson Elementary School.  The intent is to explore possible ways to increase affordable childcare options for local families.

_______________

Jake Anderson shared information on broadband activities.  There are new wholesale fiber optic companies in the area.  Fiber optic cable has been laid across The Dalles Dam.  WAVE is moving into Klickitat County and is looking for an anchor business.  Century Link is expanding DSL into Trout Lake and Goldendale, with four more expansions in the works.  There will be a total of 18 new sites by the end of 2018.

_______________

The Brighter Goldendale Christmas Committee presented a request to be accepted as a CEKC project in order to receive funding for their activities. They provide holiday activities and decorations in Goldendale and are looking to replace a number of the large displays. Their application was approved by CEKC with the understanding that the Goldendale Chamber of Commerce will cover them for liability insurance under the CoC's policy. 

_______________

Scott Davison suggested that CEKC require projects to track volunteer time as a way to assess the effect and impact projects have within the community.

_______________

Johanna and Linda talked about the Washington Asset Building Conference they attended at the end of September.  The focus was on savings across the lifespan.  Information on IDA's (Individual Development Accounts), retirement accounts and college saving plans was presented, along with the psychology behind saving (or not saving.) Washington State Department of Commerce is introducing a new retirement savings option called Retirement Marketplace.  Johanna shared brochures about the program.

Linda recalled when Klickitat County PUD would waive late fees on utility bills if the bill payer attended financial ed/management classes.  A possible retreat topic was discussed: How to motivate people to save more?

Linda asked board members to submit reports on their CEKC related activities so she can include them in her report to Commerce.  This would be from July 1 to September 30. 

_______________

Darla Johnston reported the Underwood Community Council would be hosting a candidate's night.  Underwood Parks and Recreation District is hoping to pass a tax levy for the purpose of providing financial support for the Community Center and surrounding gardens and recreational area. The summer picnic and dessert auction raised $1,100 for the Underwood Community Council.

_______________

Barbara Sexton shared the Lyle Activity Center is reorganizing the board.  The Lyle Community Council is getting organized and discussing fundraising ideas.

_______________

Debbie Pyle provided an update on the Klickitat Trail Run.  It will be held November 3rd.  98 people are registered so far.  The funds raised are split between the Lyle Activity Center and the Klickitat Community Center.

The Veteran Appreciation event went well, with 70 people attending.  Pam Hylton will be organizing a Community Thanksgiving Dinner on November 17th at the Community Center.

The Summer Market had 15 vendors.  It seemed to encourage good imagination, participation and product development.  A question was asked regarding the number of visitors that were attracted to Klickitat because of market activities.  It's not known.  A survey was suggested for next year.

_______________
The Senior Resource Day went well.  90 people participated, including service providers.  It was recommended to possibly hold a breakfast event rather than combine the event with a senior meal day.  A theme for Senior Safety was suggested as well.

_______________
A board retreat is planned for November 12th.  Linda will send details.

_______________
The meeting was declared adjourned at 11:56 a.m.
